
 
9th December 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Public Health England has agreed a 6-day window, after the final day of teaching, in which 
they have requested that schools and further education providers remain contactable, in 
order to assist with contact tracing where necessary. This will allow sufficient time for positive 
coronavirus (COVID-19) cases to be identified, confirmed by a test and for relevant contacts 
in the education setting to be traced. PHE have recommend all schools ensure staff, parents 
and carers are aware of the following information and relevant arrangements regarding 
positive cases in the holidays: 
 
• For the first 6 days after teaching ends, if a pupil or staff member tests positive for 

coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, 
the school is asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the 
individual may have been infectious whilst in school. 

 

• Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having 
developed symptoms more than 48 hours since being in school, the school should not be 
contacted. Parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS 
Test and Trace. 
 

Therefore, as we finish on Friday 18th December, we ask that you inform us of any positive 
test results up to and including 24th December, so that we can advise families re. self-
isolation. Please email enquiries@sjmcschool.uk - this email address will be monitored, 
twice daily, morning and late afternoon, up to and including 24th December.  
  
As previously communicated, often children may feel unwell for a short space of time and do 
not develop or display any of the COVID main symptoms; parents/carers may therefore feel 
that they are ok to be in school.  Under normal circumstances, this would be school practice, 
however, to assist us in reducing the necessity to isolate children/close bubbles, we are 
asking that you please do not send children to school if they feel generally unwell and/or a 
member of the household is unwell.  When school is notified of a positive test result, we are 
required to track back 48 hours from when the adult/child was last in school and to identify 
who they were in close contact with. If a child tests positive, it is very difficult to trace this, 
as all the children play together within their bubbles, therefore, the advice is usually, that the 
whole class/bubble isolate for 14 days. Obviously, with Christmas in mind, the next couple of 
weeks are vitally important.  
 
Many thanks for your continued support with the current situation. 
  
Best wishes 
 
Miss. Heaton 
Headteacher 
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