
                                     Aim High, Believe, Achieve 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11  

   

Art and Design Policy 
Subject lead: Mrs C. Travis  

Rationale 

At St John’s, we recognise that Art and Design stimulates creativity and imagination. Art 

enables children off all ages and abilities to communicate what they see and think through 

the use of different colours, textures, patterns and form. At St. John’s we follow an engaging 

and inspiring art curriculum which provides pupils with the forum to express themselves 

visually and understand the world from a different perspective. We deliver a curriculum that 

ensures the sequence of lessons builds upon the core skills, allowing pupils to grow through 

their learning and deepening knowledge at the relevant key stages. Each Art topic gives the 

children the opportunity to learn about and compare the work of different artists from all 

over the world.  
 

Intent 

The intent of our Art and Design Curriculum at St John’s is to provide plenty of opportunities 

for the children to learn, develop and strengthen their key skills of drawing, pattern, colour, 

form, texture and printing; whilst applying these skills to their own artwork.  

It is also the intent of the Art Curriculum to provide the children with knowledge of different 

artists which they can draw inspiration and technique from. 

Additionally, the school aims to develop the children’s use and understanding of technical 

vocabulary associated with this subject, which will be built upon as the children progress 

through year groups. This is so that the children can coherently explain the skills and 

techniques that they have applied, the equipment that they have used and explain what 

their art work represents and means to them. 

Implementation 

In EYFS, the children develop essential basic skills in Art and Design. This is by the teacher 

creating many opportunities for the children to carry out creative activities across all areas of 

learning, whether this be during child initiated play or a teacher led activity.  



 
 

By the End of Early Years, it is expected that the children will be able to: 

 Explore what happens when they mix colours. 

 Experiment to create different textures. 

 Understand that different media can be combined to create new effects. 

 Use simple tools safely and techniques ably and appropriately. 

 Select appropriate resources and adapt work where necessary. 

 To share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 

 Select tools and techniques needed to shape, assemble and join materials they are 

using. 

 Represent their own feelings and ideas through different mediums.  

In KS1 and KS2, children will complete three art and design units per year, covering each of 

the key skills three times before leaving primary school. This will involve the children 

researching artists and their work, practising skills through experimentation, designing, 

making and evaluating. Teachers at St. John’s may choose to teach Art every week or block 

their Art sessions across afternoons in one week or take a few days. The decision is that of 

the individual class teacher.  

Researching 

In this type of session, the children will explore an artist’s work linked to their unit. 

They will look at the work to unpick the skills that have been used, say what they like or 

dislike about the piece and link this to their own work. 

Practising Skills 

During this session (or sessions), the children will engage in practical activities to practise the 

necessary skills that they will need when completing their final piece of work. This may be a 

new skill or a skill previously practised but that required more practise. It also may be using 

mediums which may be new to them.  

Designing 

The children will draw/sketch their ideas. They will annotate their design with information 

such as the materials and features they have included in their design. During this session, 

they will also answer questions such as:  

 What colours will I use? 

 What materials will I need?  

 What technical skills will I use?  

In addition to this, they will also think about key vocabulary that will be used. This will be 

reiterated by the teacher.  



 
 

Making 

The children will make their final piece. This may be in their sketchbooks or on a larger scale.  

Evaluating  

The children will not only evaluate the overall effectiveness of their final piece of work but 

also the skills that they applied. This will be recorded individually in their art sketch book. 

This may be done differently in each key stage, with the depth of evaluations differing. They 

will think about what worked well and what did not work so well. Moving up into KS2, 

children will think about extending their evaluations, answering the question of ‘why?’.  

 

Below is the long-term plan for the Art and Design curriculum at St. John’s.  

 

Art and Design Long Term Plan 

 
 

Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception  

*Skills will be reinforced 

throughout the year through 

continuous provision and 

through child-initiated play. 

Enhancements will be added to 

the provision throughout the 

year to ensure a progression of 

skills. 

Gruffalo dough 

models - Form 

Clay Christmas 

Decorations - Form 

and Colour 

Bonfire Night Printing- 

Colour and Pattern 

Superhero cityscapes -

Colour and texture. 

Painting characters- 

Supertato and the Evil 

Pea- Colour 

Butterfly symmetry- 

Printing and Colour 

Collage work inspired 

by Eric Carle 

illustrations 

Clay Rainbow Fish- 

Form, Colour and 

Texture 

 

Junk modelling castles - 

Form 

Year 1  Jackson Pollock – 

Colour 

Kandinsky Patterns – 

Colour and Texture 

Van Gogh 

Texture, Form and 

Natural Materials 

Pail Cezanne- Still Life 

Drawing 

Landmark Drawings 

(light and dark) 

Aboriginal Dot Art- 

Colour and Pattern 

 

Year 2 

 

 Paul Klee-  Colour and 

Shape. 

Odundo Magdelyne 

Clay pots- Form 

Giuseppe Arcimboldo- 

Form 

Piet Mondrian- 

Colour 

 

Year 3 

 

Lowry- Drawing  Ancient Egyptian 

Masks- Form 

 

 L Escher-Tessellation- 

Pattern 

 

 

 

Year 4 

 

Water Colours ; 

Joseph Raffael – 

Colour 

  Collage Art Henri 

Matisse – Texture 

Pablo Picasso- 

Printing (polystyrene) 

 

Year 5 

 

Mayan 

masks/sculptures 

– Form 

 Landscapes/Indus 

Valley 

Observation drawing 

and Form. 

David Hockney 

Landscapes- 

Colour 

 

  

Year 6 

 

Andy Warhol- 

Pattern 

   John Squire- 

Printing 

Ancient Greek vases- 

Texture/Form 

 

  



 
 

Below is the progression of skills we follow for Art and Design.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Catch Up Curriculum 

Teachers will review the prior year group’s learning and gaps that have arisen due to Covid-

19. Teachers will endeavour to cover gaps by incorporating missed skills into current 

teaching. Teachers will use assessment for learning prior to teaching a new topic to ensure 

that the children have a solid foundation of knowledge of the required skills for their year 

group before teaching new skills.  

Home Learning 



 
 

Home learning for art will be still be skill based and should focus on knowledge, design and 

evaluating skills.  Activities set will be suitable for home learning and will not depend on 

having expensive resources. This will include: 

 Drawing skills 

 Researching skills to develop the learner’s knowledge of an artist or art topic 

 Designing and evaluating skills 

Below is a link to the Art and Design national curriculum.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_

data/file/239018/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Art_and_design.pdf 

 

Impact  

The aim at St John’s for the Art Curriculum is that the majority of children in each year group 

are working at or above the expected level for their age. (At the end of each unit, the 

teacher will carry out assessment linked to the progression in skills document). 

In addition, it is the intended impact that the children: 

 are inspired by the Art Curriculum and want to learn more. 

 show the progression in their skills, knowledge, vocabulary and understanding in the 

work in their books. 

 can discuss their learning and remember what they have learnt. 

 can identify some key artists and talk about their work. 
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