
                                     Aim High, Believe, Achieve 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11  

   

English Policy 
Subject lead: Mrs S. Cheetham 

Rationale 

At St John’s, we understand the vital importance of reading and writing for our children throughout their 

whole lives. We aim to promote a lifelong love of reading and endeavour to encourage all children to read 

a range of genres both at school and at home. We strive to ensure all children are able to write legibly, 

using appropriate punctuation and spelling. 

 

READING  

Intent 

The intent of our Reading Curriculum at St John’s is to develop the children’s skills to decode words to 

enable them to read fluently and with expression. We will present the children with plentiful opportunities 

to listen to a variety of genres and authors, encouraging an enjoyment of reading, and listening, to a 

variety of materials. In addition, we aim to ensure all children are able to show their understanding of what 

they have read by answering a range of questions.  

Implementation 

Reading in EYFS  

In EYFS, reading is taught daily beginning on the very first day in our school. Reading is taught during daily 

phonics lessons, story time sessions, at other opportunities as well as being an integral part of continuous 

provision. Reading books are sent home from the beginning of the children’s journey at St John’s, and they 

are changed regularly by staff.  

Reading in KS1  

In KS1, children take part in group reading sessions known as ‘Book Talk’ at least twice a week. Children 

develop their decoding skills, comprehension skills, fluency and expression as they read with others and 

their teacher. These skills are developed further, as the children have the opportunity to read 

independently each week too. Reading is also taught during daily phonics lessons, story time sessions as 

well as at other opportunities, for example during topic lessons. Reading books are changed regularly by 

staff.  

Reading in KS2  



 
 

In KS2, children take part in groups reading sessions known as ‘Book Talk’, or, whole class reading sessions, 

depending on the year group and children’s development during the school year. Children continue to 

develop their decoding skills, comprehension skills, fluency, expression and understanding of vocabulary as 

they read with others and their teacher. These skills are developed further, as the children have the 

opportunity to read independently each week too. Reading is also taught during regular spelling lessons, 

story time sessions as well as at other opportunities, for example during topic lessons. Reading books are 

checked regularly by staff, then changed by children. 

Spelling for Reading:  

In EYFS/KS1 Phonics lessons: 

*See Appendix 1  

 Children are placed into groups depending on existing phonic knowledge.  

 Teachers use formative assessment, knowledge of children and professional judgement to move 

children to the most appropriate group when needed 

 Lessons include  

 Review of sounds previously taught 

 Tricky/common exception words (may be known as ‘red’ words) 

 Teaching of new phoneme 

 Reading (use of segmenting and blending) 

 Writing/handwriting   

In KS2:  

*See Appendix 2  

 Spelling lessons are taught 3 times a week, following the No Nonsense Spelling Program 

 Weekly spelling tests are used to assess the spelling taught during the week as well as common 

exception words 

 Year 3/4 common exception words are shared between these year groups 

 Year 5/6 common exception words are taught in Year 5 

 Year 6 revise and practise the common exception words from previous year groups with the aim of 

spelling them securely  by the end of the year 

 Handwriting is taught twice a week with the aim of writing in a legible, joined style with correct 

letter formation 

Evidence   

Evidence for reading at St. John’s can be found in teacher’s planning files, orange English exercise books in 

UKS2, planners for home reading and on the reading chart displayed in each classroom. Pupil voice is also 

used from time-to-time. Evidence for reading in EYFS can be found on SeeSaw and in their learning journey 

files.  

Assessment 

Reading is summatively assessed by the use of termly PIRA testing in KS1 and KS2 and statutory SATs tests 

in Year 2 and 6. Results are analysed by teachers and the subject lead to identify gaps and monitor 

progress. Reading ages are calculated by these tests and used to ensure book bands sent home are at an 



 
 

appropriate level of challenge. Teachers formatively assess reading daily through ‘Book Talk’ sessions, 1:1 

reading and whole class reading, identifying those who are making good progress and those who require 

additional support.  

Impact 

The aim at St John’s is for the majority of our children to be working at or above age-related expectations 

for reading. Children will be able to read fluently by the end of KS1 due to their phonics knowledge; they 

then can further develop their vocabulary and comprehension skills as they move through school. Children 

will be able to discuss what they have read at an appropriate level and answer comprehension questions. 

Children will develop a love for reading – they will enjoy reading independently and as a class and discuss 

reading and key authors with passion. As reading is at the heart of all learning, their ability to decode and 

comprehend will allow them to access all areas of the curriculum more widely and with ease. Children will 

be encouraged to find genres and authors that they enjoy and use reading as both a learning tool and an 

enjoyable pastime.  

 

 

  



 
 

WRITING  

Intent 

The intent of our Writing Curriculum at St John’s is to develop the children’s skills to be able to correctly 

form letters, spell words and construct sentences in line with age-related expectations. We will present the 

children with plentiful opportunities to write for different purposes, using a range of sentence types whilst 

developing their own style. In addition, we aim to ensure all children develop a good understanding of how 

to edit their writing by proof reading, additions and amendments so that their final writing is of the best 

quality for them. 

Implementation 

Writing in EYFS  

In EYFS, forming letters correctly is focussed on from the very first day in school. Writing is taught during 

daily phonics lessons, where children learn to segment and blend to write words, as well as writing tricky 

words. It is also taught at many other opportunities, as well as being an integral part of continuous 

provision.  

Writing in KS1  

In KS1, children begin to follow The Write Stuff format for daily writing lessons. Teachers focus on 

collecting vocabulary, modelling sentence structures and encouraging children to adapt the modelled 

sentences with their own vocabulary choices. Each unit finishes with an independent piece of writing 

based on the text and sentence structures taught. A range of genres and texts are used as a stimulus. 

Writing is also completed during other lessons, when appropriate.  

Writing, and handwriting, is also a focus during daily phonics lessons in KS1. Children continue to build on 

their segmenting and blending skills, as well as learning to write the common exception words (from the 

English National Curriculum Appendix 1). 

Writing in KS2  

In KS2, children continue to follow The Write Stuff format for their daily writing lessons. Teachers extend 

children’s vocabulary and the range of sentence types, punctuation and grammar taught. Each unit finishes 

with an independent piece of writing based on the text and sentence structures taught. A range of genres 

and texts are used as a stimulus. Writing is also completed during other lessons, when appropriate. 

Spelling lessons are taught at least 3 times a week in KS2, where children learn the rules needed to become 

confident spellers. They also learn to spell the common exception words (from the English National 

Curriculum Appendix 1). 

Handwriting continues to be an important focus in KS2, where joined handwriting becomes more fluent 

and legible. 

We focus on writing for different purposes: to entertain, to inform, to persuade, to discuss. Features of the 

text type, grammar and punctuation are developed across each year group to aid progression.  



 
 

 

Evidence 

Evidence for children’s writing can be found in their English exercise books. Daily lessons, including 

experience days, will be evidenced in there. Pupils also have an extended writing book that has all their 

independent writing in. In the entrance of school, a Writer of the Week board showcases writing that we 

are proud of as a school and is updated weekly. Evidence of writing can also be found in wider curriculum 

areas and exercise books, for example topic and science books and on displays. Evidence for writing in EYFS 

can be found on SeeSaw and in their learning journey files.  

Assessment  

Progress is measured using ongoing writing grids which identify progress and areas for development. Staff 

monitor children’s writing during lessons and through marking, identifying those who require additional 

intervention. Once a term, an unseen write is completed by every child in school. This shows progress 

throughout school and can be used as an entirely independent piece to guide teacher’s assessment 

judgements.  

Impact 

The aim at St John’s is for the majority of our children to be working at or above age-related expectations 

for writing. In KS1 and EYFS phonics and handwriting lessons, pupils will be able to correctly form letters 

and associate the correct sound. Writing will be seen as a tool to use in all areas of the curriculum as well 

as pupils enjoying writing creatively. Pupils will understand the importance of writing and be able to apply 

their skills to a wide range of purposes in all areas of life. 

 

 

Resources for English at St. John’s  

 Jane Considine’s ‘The Write Stuff’ unit plans  

 Jane Considine’s ‘The Write Stuff’ display and working wall resources 

 Jane Considine’s ‘Book Talk’ assessment sheets and lesson resources 

 School library  

 Reading corners in all classrooms 

 Banded books for home reading 

 Group/class sets of novels for guided reading  

 No Nonsense spelling programme 



 
 

 Nelson’s Handwriting scheme  

 

Additional Provision for English at St. John’s  

World Book Day is held annually with lots of activities to promote reading, including a launch assembly, 

competitions and fancy dress. Reading badges are achieved as children ‘travel around the world’ by 

reading at home – these badges are presented weekly in assembly. Writer of the Week is announced every 

Monday and displayed in our school entranceway. Children in UKS2 have used school’s social media to 

contact their favourite authors and used video call to meet them, share their experiences and ask 

questions. All children at St John’s have time to use our school library to choose books to take home, as 

well as the library areas within classrooms. We have very enthusiastic librarians who enjoy talking to, 

helping and reading to their peers in our library. 

 

Policy Written:  September 2020  

Policy Reviewed and Amended:  April 2022 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

Appendix 1 – EYFS & Phonics Plan  

EYFS  

 

 Children are placed into groups depending on existing phonic knowledge.  

 Teachers use formative assessment, knowledge of children and professional judgement to move children to the 

most appropriate group when needed 

 Lessons include  

 Review of sounds previously taught 

 Tricky/common exception words (may be known as ‘red’ words) 

 Teaching of new phoneme 

 Reading (use of segmenting and blending) 

 Writing/handwriting   

Year 1  

Set 3  ea 

(te

a) 

oi  

(spoi

l) 

a-e 

(ca

ke) 

i-e 

(smile

) 

o-e 

(ho

me) 

u-e 

(huge

) 

aw  

(daw

n) 

are  

(car

e) 

ur  

(purs

e) 

er  

(let

ter) 

ow  

(bro

wn) 

ai  

(rai

n) 

oa 

(boa

t) 

ew  

(ste

w)  

ire  

(fir

e) 

ear  

(hea

r) 

ure  

(pu

re) 

 

Red 

Words 

/ 

Commo

n 

Expec

tation 

Words 

the  

of  

do 

to 

tod

ay 

sai

d 

says 

are  

wer

e 

was 

is 

his  

has  

I  

you 

your  

they 

here 

he  

we 

be 

me  

she  

no 

go 

so 

by  

my  

ther

e  

whe

re  

love  

one  

com

e  

som

e  

onc

e 

ask 

Additi

onal 

Sound

s  

c 

(mice) 

 

ie  

(tie) 

 

y 

(silly) 

 

ue 

(blue) 

 

ph  

(photo) 

 

ge/edg  

(edge)  

 

tch  

(catch) 

 

oe  

(Joe) 

 

au  

(August) 

 

ear  

(pear) 

 

Set 1 

 

Group 1 

m a s (ss) 

d t 

Group 2 

i n p g o 

Group 3 

c k (ck) u 

b 

Group 4 

f (ff) e l (ll) 

h sh  

Group 5 

ck r j v 

(ve) y w 

(wh) 

Group 6 

th z (zz) ch 

qu x ng nk 

Group 7 

Words with 

double 

sounds e.g. 

bell, rabbit 

as well as 

words with 

up to 6 

sounds in 

e.g. lemons.   

Red Words 

/ Common 

Expectation 

Words  

  to 

the 
I 

no 

go 
into 

you 

they 
all 

are 

my 
her 

she 

we 
me 
be 

Set 2 

 

ay 

(hay) 

ee 

(see

) 

igh 

(high) 

ow 

(snow) 

oo 

(zoo) 

oo 

(book) 

ar 

(car) 

or 

(door) 

air 

(fair) 

ir 

(twirl) 

ou 

(shout) 

oy 

(boy) 

 

 

Red Words 

/ Common 

Expectation 

Words 

was said have like so do some come what when where 

were 

there 



 
 

Red 

Words 

/ 

Commo

n 

Expec

tation 

Words 

friend 

school 

put 

push  

pull 

full  

house  

our  

little  

out 

their  

people  

Mr  

Mrs  

looked  

called 

asked  

could  

who 

too 

Year 1 

Additional 

teaching  
Not taught 

during Set 2 

or Set 3 

(based on 

National 

Curriculum 

Appendix 1 – 

statutory 

requirements) 

See National 

Curriculum 

Appendix 1 

for further 

explanations 

and details 

Syllables 

 

k before e, i, y 

e.g. Kent, 

sketch, kit, 

skin, frisky 

Prefix un 

e.g. unhappy, 

undo, unload, 

unfair, unlock 

Adding s and 

es to words 

(plural of 

nouns and 

third person 

singular of 

verbs) 

e.g. cats, dogs, 

spends, rocks, 

thanks, 

catches 

Adding ing, ed, 

er to verbs 

where no 

change is 

needed for the 

root word 

e.g. hunting, 

hunted, hunter, 

jumping, 

jumped, jumper 

Adding er, 

est to 

adjectives 

where no 

change is 

needed for 

the root word 

e.g. grander, 

grandest, 

fresher, 

freshest 

Compound 

words 

e.g. football, 

playground, 

farmyard, 

bedroom, 

blackberry 

 

Year 2 

(based on National Curriculum Appendix 1 – statutory requirements) 

See National Curriculum Appendix 1 for further explanations and details  

Year 2 No Nonsense Spelling Program links 

n sound spelt kn 

and gn at 

beginning of 

words 

e.g. knock, know, 

gnat, gnaw 

A2 Wk6 

r sound spelt wr 

at beginning of 

words e.g. write, 

written, wrong, 

wrap 

Sp1 Wk5 

le at end of 

words e.g. table, 

apple, bottle, 

little 

Sp1 Wk2 

el at end of words e.g. 

camel, tunnel, squirrel, 

towel 

 

Su1 Wk1 

al at end of 

words e.g. medal, 

petal, capital, 

hospital  

 

Su1 Wk6 

Words ending il  

e.g. pencil, fossil, 

nostril 

 

 

Su2 Wk3 

or sound spelt a 

before l and ll  

e.g. all, ball, call, 

walk, talk, 

always 

Su1 Wk3 

u sound spelt o  

e.g. other, 

mother, brother, 

nothing, Monday 

 

Su2 Wk2 

ee sound spelt 

ey  

e.g. monkey, 

donkey, 

chimney, valley 

 

Sp1 Wk4 

o sound spelt a after 

w and qu  

e.g. want, watch, 

wander, quantity, 

squash 

Sp2 Wk1 

or after w  

e.g. worm, word, 

work, worth, 

world 

 

Su1 Wk5 

ar after w e.g. 

war, warm, 

towards 

 

 

Su1 Wk3 

s  

e.g. television, 

treasure, usual 

 

 

 

 

 

Sp2 Wk2 

Possessive 

apostrophe for 

singular nouns  

e.g. Megan’s, 

Ravi’s, the girl’s, 

the child’s 

 

 

 

Sp2 Wk4 

Su1 Wk5 

Words ending in 

tion e.g. station, 

fiction, national, 

section, motion 

 

 

 

 

 

Sp2 Wk6 

Homophones e.g. 

there/they’re/their, 

here/hear, see/sea, 

bear/bare, sun/son, 

bee/be, to/too/two 

A1 Wk1, 2, 3, 5 

A2 Wk2, 5 

Sp2 Wk2 

Su2 Wk2 

Near homophones 

e.g., quite/quiet, 

one/won 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sp1 Wk4 

Contractions  

e.g. can’t, didn’t, 

hasn’t, couldn’t, 

it’s, I’ll 

 

 

 

 

Sp1 Wk2 

Sp2 Wk6 

Adding es to 

nouns and verbs 

Adding ed, ing, 

er, est to root 

Adding ed, ing, 

er, est and y to 

Adding ed, ing, er, est 

and y to words of one 

Suffixes ment, 

ness, ful, less, ly  

 



 
 

ending in y e.g. 

flies, tries, 

replies, copies, 

babies 

 

 

 

Sp2 Wk3 

words ending in y 

with a consonant 

before it e.g. 

copied, copier, 

happier, 

happiest, cried, 

replied BUT 

copying, crying, 

replying 

Su1 Wk2 

words ending in 

e with a 

consonant 

before it e.g. 

hiking, hiked, 

hiker, nicer, 

nicest, shiny 

 

Sp1 Wk3 

syllable ending in a 

single consonant 

letter after a single 

vowel letter e.g. 

patting, patted, 

humming, hummed, 

fatter, fattest 

Sp1 Wk6 

e.g. enjoyment, 

sadness, careful, 

hopeless, badly, 

merriment, 

happiness, 

playful, penniless, 

happily 

Sp2 Wk5 

Su1 Wk4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

Appendix 2 – KS2 Spelling Plan  

Year 3 Spelling Plan 

 

Teachers to use their professional judgement to amend/add to the long term plan, taking into account the needs of their 

class  

 

 

TERM 

WEEKS 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

AUTUMN 

1 

Assessment of 

common 

exception words  

(Y1, Y2, Y3/4 as 

appropriate)  

 

Revision from 

Year 2: 

Suffixes (‘-s’, 

‘-es’, ‘-er’, ‘-

ed’, ‘-ing’) 

Revision from 

Year 2: 

Apostrophes for 

contractions 

Prefixes ‘un-’  

‘dis-’ 

 

Words with the 

/eɪ/ sound 

spelt ‘ei’ (vein), 

‘eigh’ (eight), 

‘aigh’ (straight) 

or ‘ey’ (they) 

Homophones 

(brake/break, 

grate/great, 

eight/ate, 

weight/wait, 

son/sun) 

AUTUMN 

2 

Assessment of 

previous 

spellings and 

understanding of 

rules 

Prefixes ‘mis-’ 

and ‘re-’ 

The /ɪ/ sound 

spelt ‘y’ 

Words 

ending with 

the 

/g/ sound 

spelt ‘-gue’ 

(French in 

origin) 

Words ending 

with the 

/k/ sound spelt 

‘-que’ (French 

in origin) 

 

SPRING 

1 

Assessment of 

previous 

spellings and 

understanding of 

rules 

Revision from 

Year 2: 

suffixes ‘-

ness’ and ‘-ful’ 

following a 

consonant 

Suffixes ‘less’ 

‘ness’ ‘ful’ ‘ly’ 

Prefixes 

‘sub-’ and 

‘tele- 

Words with the 

/ʃ/ sound spelt 

‘ch’ (mostly 

French in 

origin) as well 

as ‘s’, 

‘ss(ion/ure)’ 

 

SPRING 

2 

Assessment of 

common 

exception words  

Prefixes 

‘super-’ and 

‘auto-’ 

Homophones Words with 

the /k/ 

sound 

spelt ‘ch’ 

(Greek in 

origin) 

  

SUMMER 

1 

Assessment of 

previous 

spellings and 

understanding of 

rules 

Revision of 

previously 

taught 

suffixes (‘-ed’, 

‘-ing’, ‘-s’, ‘-es’, 

‘-ness’, ‘-ful’, ‘-

less’ and ‘-ly’) 

Suffix ‘-ly’ with 

root words 

ending in ‘le’ and 

‘ic’ 

Rare GPCs 

(/ɪ/ sound) 

Revision from 

Years 1 and 2:  

Vowel digraphs 

 

SUMMER 

2 

Assessment of 

common 

exception words  

The /ʌ/ sound 

spelt ‘ou’ 

Homophones 

(including 

heel/heal/he’ll, 

plain/plane, 

groan/grown and 

rain/rein/ reign) 

   

 

Also to be taught when appropriate (taken from English Curriculum Appendix 1 – Years 3 and 4) 

 proofread for spelling errors 

 write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far 

 use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary 

 develop a range of strategies for checking and proofreading spellings after writing (non-statutory) 

 develop a range of personal strategies for spelling at the point of composition (non-statutory) 

 develop a range of personal strategies for learning new and irregular words(non-statutory) 

 



 
 

Year 4 Spelling Plan 

 

Teachers to use their professional judgement to amend/add to the long term plan, taking into account the needs of their 

class  

 

 

TERM 

WEEKS 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

AUTUMN 

1 

Assessment of 

common 

exception words  

(Y2, Y3/4 as 

appropriate)  

Words ending 

/ʒə/ 

Revision from 

Year 2: 

possessive 

apostrophe 

with singular 

proper nouns 

Homophones 

(peace/piece, 

main/mane, 

fair/fare) 

  

AUTUMN 

2 

Assessment of 

previous spellings 

and 

understanding of 

rules 

Prefixes ‘in-’, 

‘il-’, ‘im-’ and 

‘ir-’ 

Words with the 

/eɪ/ sound 

spelt ‘ei’, ‘eigh’ 

or ‘ey’ 

Words with the 

/ʃ/ sound spelt 

‘ch’  

Words with the 

/ʌ/ sound spelt 

‘ou’ 

Adding 

suffixes 

beginning with 

vowel letters 

to words of 

more than one 

syllable (‘-ing’, 

‘-er’, ‘-en’, ‘-

ed’) 

SPRING 

1 

Assessment of 

previous spellings 

and 

understanding of 

rules 

The /g/ sound 

spelt ‘gu’ 

Words with 

endings 

sounding like 

/tʃə/ spelt ‘-

ture’ 

Possessive 

apostrophe with 

plurals 

Homophones 

(scene/seen, 

mail/male, 

bawl/ball) 

 

SPRING 

2 

Assessment of 

common 

exception words  

Prefixes 

‘anti-’ and 

‘inter-’ 

Endings that 

sound like 

/ʃən/ spelt ‘-

cian’, ‘-sion’, ‘-

tion’ and ‘-ssion’ 

Suffix ‘ation’   

SUMMER 

1 

Assessment of 

previous spellings 

and 

understanding of 

rules 

Words with 

the /s/ sound 

spelt ‘sc’ 

(Latin in 

origin) 

Endings that 

sound like 

/ʃən/ spelt 

‘sion’ 

Revise 

Apostrophes for 

possession, 

including singular 

and plural 

Homophones  

SUMMER 

2 

Assessment of 

common 

exception words  

 

Suffix ‘-ous’ Prefixes ‘un-’, 

‘dis-’, ‘in-’, ‘re-’, 

‘sub-’, ‘inter-’, 

‘super-’, ‘anti-’, 

‘auto-’ 

Revision from 

Year3 

Suffix ‘-ly’ 

added to words 

ending in ‘y’, ‘le’ 

and ‘ic’ 

  

 

 

Also to be taught when appropriate (taken from English Curriculum Appendix 1 – Years 3 and 4) 

 proofread for spelling errors 

 write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far 

 use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary 

 develop a range of strategies for checking and proofreading spellings after writing (non-statutory) 

 develop a range of personal strategies for spelling at the point of composition (non-statutory) 

 develop a range of personal strategies for learning new and irregular words(non-statutory) 

 

 

 

  



 
 

Year 5 Spelling Plan 

 

Teachers to use their professional judgement to amend/add to the long term plan, taking into account the needs of their 

class  

 

 

TERM 

WEEKS 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

AUTUMN 

1 

Assessment of 

common 

exception words  

(Y3/4, Y5/6 as 

appropriate)  

Words with the 

letter string ‘ough’ 

Words with 

‘silent’ letters 

Words 

ending in ‘-

able’ and ‘-

ible’ 

Homophones 

(isle/aisle, 

aloud/allowed, 

affect/effect, 

herd/heard, 

past/passed) 

 

AUTUMN 

2 

Assessment of 

previous 

spellings and 

understanding 

of rules 

Revision from 

previous years:  

Plurals (adding ‘-s’, 

‘-es’ and ‘-ies’ 

Revision from 

previous years:  

Apostrophe 

for contraction 

and possession 

Use of the 

hyphen 

Using a 

dictionary to 

support learning 

word roots, 

derivations and 

spelling patterns 

Using 

dictionaries to 

create word 

webs 

SPRING 

1 

Assessment of 

previous 

spellings and 

understanding 

of rules 

Revision from 

Years 3 and 4:  

Apostrophe for 

possession 

Rare GPCs 

(bruise, 

guarantee, 

immediately, 

vehicle, yacht) 

Words 

ending in ‘-

ably’ and ‘-

ibly’ 

Homophones 

(led/lead, 

steel/steal, 

alter/altar) 

 

SPRING 

2 

Assessment of 

common 

exception words  

Revision: 

Building words 

from root words 

Revision: 

Homophones 

Words with 

the /i:/ 

sound spelt 

‘ei’ 

Teach 

‘ei’ and ‘ie’ words 

 

SUMMER 

1 

Assessment of 

previous 

spellings and 

understanding 

of rules 

Homophones 

(cereal/serial, 

father/farther, 

guessed/ guest, 

morning/mourning, 

who’s/whose) 

    

SUMMER 

2 

Assessment of 

common 

exception words  

Revision of 

strategies for 

learning words: 

Problem suffixes 

Revision: 

Homophones 

Revision: 

Spelling 

aspects 

from Y 5 

that are not 

secure 

  

Also to be taught when appropriate (taken from English Curriculum Appendix 1 – Years 5 and 6) 

 proofread for spelling errors 

 use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary 

 use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words 

 use a thesaurus 

 develop a range of personal strategies for learning new and irregular words (non-statutory) 

 develop a range of personal strategies for spelling at the point of composition (non-statutory) 

 develop a range of strategies for checking and proof reading spellings after writing (non-statutory) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Year 6 Spelling Plan 

 

Teachers to use their professional judgement to amend/add to the long term plan, taking into account the needs of their 

class  

 

 

TERM 

WEEKS 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

AUTUMN 

1 

Assessment of 

common 

exception words 

(Y5/6)  

Revision: 

Words ending ‘-

able’/ 

‘-ably’, and ‘-

ible’/‘-ibly’ 

Adding suffixes 

beginning with 

vowels to words 

ending in ‘-fer’ 

Practise 

SATS practice 

Proofreading in 

smaller chunks 

(sentences, 

paragraphs) 

 

AUTUMN 

2 

Assessment of 

previous spellings 

and 

understanding of 

rules 

Homophones 

(‘ce’/‘se’) 

Endings that 

sound like 

/ʃəs/ spelt ‘-

cious’ or ‘-tious’ 

Words ending 

in ‘ant’, ‘-ance 

and ‘-ancy’ 

(Summer 1) 

Words ending ‘-

ent’, ‘-ence’ and ‘-

ency’ 

(Summer 2) 

 

SPRING 

1 

Assessment of 

previous spellings 

and 

understanding of 

rules 

Revision: 

Words with ‘ough’ 

letter string 

Words ending ‘-

cial’ and ‘-tial’ 

Revision: 

Generating 

words from 

prefixes 

Homophones 

(draught/ draft, 

dissent/descent, 

precede/proceed, 

wary/ weary) 

(Summer 2) 

 

SPRING 

2 

Assessment of 

common 

exception words  

Homophones 

(dessert/ desert, 

stationery/ 

stationary, 

complement/ 

compliment, 

principle/ 

principal, 

prophet/profit) 

Revision: 

Homophones 

covered in KS2 

Revision: 

Generating 

words from 

prefixes and 

roots 

Revision: 

Root words and 

meaning 

(Summer 1) 

 

SUMMER 

1 

Assessment of 

previous spellings 

and 

understanding of 

rules 

     

SUMMER 

2 

Assessment of 

common 

exception words  

     

 

Also to be taught when appropriate (taken from English Curriculum Appendix 1 – Years 5 and 6) 

 proofread for spelling errors 

 use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary 

 use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words 

 use a thesaurus 

 develop a range of personal strategies for learning new and irregular words (non-statutory) 

 develop a range of personal strategies for spelling at the point of composition (non-statutory) 

 develop a range of strategies for checking and proof reading spellings after writing (non-statutory) 

 

 


