
                                     Aim High, Believe, Achieve 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11  

   

Geography Policy 
Subject lead: Mrs A. Green 

 

Rationale 

Geography is a valued part of the curriculum, providing a purposeful means for exploring, appreciating and 

understanding the world in which we live and how it has evolved. Geography explores the relationship 

between the Earth and its people through the study of place, space and environment. In Geography, pupils 

learn the skills of understanding a locality and how and where people fit into its overall structure. 

Geography encourages children to learn through experience, particularly through practical and fieldwork 

activities. 

 

Intent 

It is the intent of the Geography Curriculum to provide plentiful of opportunities for the children to learn 
about the world that they live in. This includes the children learning the location of different countries, 
cities and towns in the UK and across the world and learning about the human and physical geography of 
these locations. It also includes the children learning what it is like to live in these places by making 
observations, carrying out research, reading graphs and charts and asking questions.  
 In addition, it is the aim of the Geography Curriculum to provide the children with first hand experiences 
of visiting some of the locations they are learning about such as the area which they live in, their Town 
Centre, The Lake District and other places where they can abstract information such as a Weather Station, 
Farm and Chester Zoo and the Rainforest. 

 

Implementation 

Geography in EYFS 
In Reception children will be introduced to geographical concepts through half-termly topics. For instance, 
the children will learn to compare the similarities and differences between different physical environments 
whilst following the theme ‘Jungle’. Children will also be introduced to geographical skills such as 
representing space through drawing maps. Children will also be taught about social geographical concepts; 
They will learn about different cultural and religious traditions and celebrations and will be encouraged to 
compare them to their own personal experiences. 
By the end of Early Years, the children should be able to: 



 
 

· Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction 
texts and maps. 
· Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this 
country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
· Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps 

 
Geography in KS1 & KS2 
In Years 1 – 6, Geography is taught in a block of 3 units which on average last about an hour each. This 
timing however in this block is flexible depending on the content being covered and the skills being 
developed.   
Each Unit of Work has been carefully written using the guidance of the Royal Geographical Society. RGS 
and a long term plan of Geography is in place. Each member of staff will complete a medium term plan of 
these 3 units and a knowledge organiser. This shows progression, prior learning and future learning.  
 
To ensure the full coverage of the National Curriculum there is a Progression in Skills which has a detailed 
breakdown of what will be taught in each session across the school to ensure that:  

 The children remember the long-term content.  

 The children understand that they are systematically learning.  

 The children can integrate new knowledge into larger concepts.   

 The children can use these skills in other curriculum areas.   

 The children can use geographical vocabulary and understand their meanings.  
 
At the start of each unit, the children will be given a knowledge organiser which will have information 
about the unit they are learning, prior learning linked to this unit, future learning and a list of key 
vocabulary and definitions.  
 
A working wall or flip chart paper in the classroom will also be used to display prior, current and future 
learning as well as key vocabulary and their definitions and information about the key learning objectives.   
 

Aims of the Geography curriculum:  
 

 Develop knowledge of the location of globally significant places.  

 Understand the processes that give rise to key to physical and human geographical features of the 
world.  

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils by the end of each key stage, know, 
can apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programmes of study.  

 

Skills Collect, analyse and communicate . 
Interpreting a range of sources.  Maps, diagrams, globes, aerial 
photographs. 
Communicate inc maps, scales, numerical and quantitative skills and 
writing at length. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Key Stage 1  
Pupils should be taught about:  
Location knowledge ,  

 name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  

 name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom and its surrounding seas  

Place knowledge  

 understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical 
geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European 
country  

Human and physical geography  

 identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold 
areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  

 use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

 key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season and weather  

 key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and 
shop. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

 use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the 
countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage  

 use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional 
language (e.g. near and far; left and right) to describe the location of features and routes on a map  

 use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  

 use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds 
and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.  

 
Key Stage 2  
Pupils should be taught about:  
Location knowledge  

 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and 
North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities. 

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects 
have changed over time  

 identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the  

 Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)  
Place knowledge  

 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within 
North or South America  

Human and physical geography  

 describe and understand key aspects of:  



 
 

 physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  

 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and  

               and water  
Geographical skills and fieldwork  

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied  

 use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including 
the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world.  

 use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

 

Units and Long-term Planning 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 

Reception Into the woods. 
The Gruffalo. 
Natural world-
seasons.  

All Aboard. Space 
and the planets. 
Seasonal 
changes/weather. 

Superheroes. 
Seasonal 
changes- 
winter/weather. 

Spring Term 1 – 
New Life 
Winter turning 
to Spring. Farm 
trip.  

Under the 
sea/pirates. 
Environment-
pollution. 
Seasonal 
changes/ 
weather-
Summer. 

Once upon a time.  
Climate change- 
The last wolf.   

Year 1 
 

    My local area. 
Fieldwork. 
Mosley 
Common.  

The U.K  The World. 

Year 2 Investigating the 
world. Animals 
and 
habitats/climates. 
Seven wonders of 
the world.  
  

 Living in a hot 
country- Kenya 

Living in a cold 
country-
Antarctica -
Explore 
Shackleton’s 
Antarctica.  

  

Year 3  Mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes. 
Focus on a 
region. {links with 
topic-rocks} 
where are they in 
the UK? 
 

 The world and 
the 
Mediterranean.  
 

 Where is Mosley 
Common in the 
UK? Focus on 
other areas in the 
U.K.  
Investigating our 
town-local area 
with Tyldesley. 
{prior learning 
from Year 1} 
Fieldwork with A.T  

Year 4 The United 
Kingdom RGS unit 
focus on 
settlement and 
land use. {use of 
land in our local 
area-Year 1 and 

  Brazil {a region 
of South 
America} RGS 
unit-
Rainforests  

 Investigating 
Climates and 
Biomes. {prior 
learning about 
weather year 1/2} 
 



 
 

Year 3 prior 
learning} 

{prior learning 
year 2 hot 
countries.  

Year 5   Looking at 
Europe. Focus on 
Eastern Europe. 
Locate Russia.  
 

 Magnificent 
Mountains -
RGS unit  
{prior learning 
from Year 3} 
Where are the 
mountains in 
the UK? {prior 
uk learning 
from Year 1,}  
 
 
 
 

 Investigating 
Latitude and 
Longitude unit.  
 
Investigating 
World/Global 
trade RGS unit- 
prior learning year 
4 rainforest work.  
 

Year 6  
Plus 
Fieldwork 
on 
residential. 

The U.S.A- 
Journey through 
America RGS unit. 
{North America-
New York South 
East region}  
 
 
 

 Raging rivers-
water cycle. 

 Our changing 
world. 
Manchester 
‘then’ and 
‘now’ prior 
learning with 
UK units. 
Year 1,  Year 
3, Year 4 
 

 

 

Evidence  

The effectiveness of the Geography Curriculum with be assessed via a triangulation of speaking with the 
pupils/teachers, looking at work in pupil books and via lesson observations/learning walks. When speaking 
to the children/teachers, questions will be focused on how much the children have remembered about   
The subject leader will collect data and talk to pupils on a regular basis. The subject leader will complete an 

annual action plan where they evaluate the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicate areas for 

further improvement.  

Assessment   

Teacher assessment takes place at the end of each unit of work, with a notation against the child’s name of 
emerging, expected, or exceeding. This description indicates the child’s performance against the learning 
expectations being recorded.  
 
Regular assessment is carried out using:  

 oral questioning to encourage discussion;  

 self-evaluation of written work, map/field study work etc.  

 Staff check against each Geography strand. {mentioned previously} 
 

Differentiation  
In all classes there are children of differing ability and age. We recognise this fact and provide suitable 
learning opportunities for all children (including those who may be gifted and talented or have additional 
needs) by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. Each child is valued, respected and 
challenged regardless of ability, race, gender, religion, social background, culture or disability.  



 
 

 
 
 
The Environment and why our area is important?  
Geography at St. John’s CE Primary School contributes to the community by promoting the study and 

understanding of local sites, including the direct locality of the school. Great importance is put upon 

ensuring children understand the importance of living in a sustainable world and the part that they can be 

in looking after it. Children learn about the local area of Mosley common. It is very important to learn 

about this as It encompasses History as well as Geography. The original name for the area was Hurst or 

Tyldesleyhurst (hyrst is Old English for "wooded hill")] It was called Mosseld Yard in 1301. Mosley the 

clearing on mossy ground. In 1695 the Common was part of the Tyldesley Manor. In 1698 Parr Bridge or 

Mosley Bridge was rebuilt in stone. It also important to learn about Industry within our local area. In 1831 

R. Worthington of Mosley Common built a weaving shed with 60 pairs of looms. Parr Bridge Mill built in 

1859 was a weaving shed, it had several owners and continued working into the 1950s.  

In 1838 City Pit and Gatley Pit owned by the Bridgewater Trustees] at New Manchester not far from the 

border with Worsley were working, New Manchester, not far from Ellenbrook is sometimes referred to as 

the "City". Deep mining arrived in the area when Mosley Common Colliery owned by the Bridgewater 

Trustees was sunk in the 1860s. In 1896 Mosley Common, "Nos. 1, 2 & 5" pits employed 748 men 

underground and 85 surface workers. Coal was mined from the Brassey, Crumbouke and Seven Foot 

mines. "Nos. 3 & 4" pits employed a further 406 underground workers and 57 above ground. Coal was got 

from the Trencherbone mine.] By 1919 it employed over 2,000 men. It was part of Manchester Collieries 

from 1929 to nationalisation in 1947 and was a national show pit during its 1950s. Mosley Common closed 

in 1968.  

Children will be able to use their research skills and find out about the coal mining industry and observe 

the statue in the local area. Children can also find out about the Mosley Common village sign. Children can 

find out about the local area using Ordnance survey maps.  

The Contribution of Geography to Other Subjects 
Literacy - Geography contributes significantly to the teaching of Literacy in St. John’s by it actively 
promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that are used in Literacy 
are Geographical in nature.  
Mathematics - Geography teaching contributes to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of ways. 
Children learn to use maps and learn about distance. Children learn to interpret information presented in 
graphical or diagrammatic form.   
Information Technology (IT)/Computing -  Children use IT in Geography to enhance their skills in data 
handling, carrying out research and when presenting their work. The children have the opportunity to use 
the digital camera/I-pads to record and use photographic images Plus the use of Google Maps.   
Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) & Citizenship -  Geography contributes significantly to the 
teaching of personal, social, citizenship and health education. Children develop self-confidence by having 
opportunities to explain their views on a number of social questions such as how our environment effect 
our daily life. They discover how to be active citizens in an eco-school. By preserving, recycling and looking 
after their local environment they have a wider vision of the need to care for the planet.   
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development - When teaching Geography, the school provides 
children with the opportunity to discuss and question what is right and wrong, when studying topics such 
as Rainforests and Antarctica.  Children learn about the role of each country attitude to their environment 
and climate and how this has changed over time.   
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosley_Common#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridgewater_Collieries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridgewater_Collieries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Manchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ellenbrook,_Greater_Manchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosley_Common_Colliery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trencherbone_mine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosley_Common#cite_note-1896_mines_list-6


 
 

Equal Opportunities, Special Needs & Racial Equality 
All children should have equal access to the Geography Curriculum in line with the School’s Equal 
Opportunities Policy, Special Needs Policy and Racial Equality Policy. Teachers can aim to provide effective 
learning opportunities for all pupils by:   
• setting suitable learning challenges.  
• responding to pupils’ diverse learning, religious and cultural needs.  
• overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils.   
If necessary, the SENCO and the Geography Curriculum Leader will advise teachers on teaching activities 
relevant to pupils with special educational needs, including able pupils. 

Impact 

The intended impact of the Geography Curriculum is that the majority of children in each year group are 
working at or above the expected level for their age. (At the end of each unit, the teacher will carry out 
assessment linked to the progression in skills and knowledge document) In addition, it is the intended 
impact that the children:  
 
 ·   are inspired by the Geography Curriculum and want to learn more.  
 ·  show the progression in their skills and knowledge, especially in map reading, compass  work and 
locating places on a map.  
 ·  can discuss their learning and remember what they have learnt.  
 ·  can talk about their first-hand experiences of visiting different places and locations. 
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