
                                     Aim High, Believe, Achieve 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11  

   

History Policy 
Subject lead: Mrs A. Green  

Rationale 

Definition of History  

History is about events that have taken place in the past, whether it is 100 years ago or last week. It is also 

about people: people from this country and from other countries around the world. It is about people’s 

actions, the reasons for them and the evidence that remains of them. It is about changes that have 

occurred and the causes and consequences of these changes. History is about the relationship between the 

past and the present. Skills developed through historical enquiry have a wide application to everyday life 

and historical awareness promotes responsible citizenship.  

 

Intent 

The intent of the History Curriculum is to provide the children with the necessary knowledge to be able to 

place British eras on a timeline and events during these era’s in chronological order. (NC Link: 

Chronological Understanding, K&U of Events and People)  

It is also the intent of the History Curriculum to develop the children’s understanding with regard to the 

influence that significant people and events have had on life today, including that of the wider world. (NC 

Link: K&U of Events and People) In addition, it is the schools aim to provide the children with different 

primary and secondary sources so that they can learn how to use these successfully to enhance their 

learning.   

The History Curriculum will also teach the children how to effectively carry out research and ask relevant 

questions to find out more information about the past. (NC Link: Historical Interpretation and Historical 

Enquiry) 

 

Implementation 

History in EYFS 

In Early Years, History is taught by the children being encouraged to talk about significant events that have 

happened to them in the past i.e. Last night… Last week… Last year… The children are also encouraged to 

explore the lives of people who are familiar to them and ask questions to find out more information. If this 



 
 

person is a grandparent, this questioning may include reference to what school or life was like for them in 

the past. This is all taught via the specific area of Understanding the World.   

By the end of Early Years, the children should be able to:   

 Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society. 

 Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their 

experiences and what has been read in class.  

 Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class 

and storytelling 

History in KS1 & KS2  

From Year 1 to Year 6, History is taught in a 6-8-week block of lessons, which on average last an hour each. 

This timing however is flexible depending on the content being covered and the skills being developed. 

Please see long term plan followed for further detail.  

Aims of the History Curriculum 

History at St. John’s CE Primary school aims to provide pupils with a thorough understanding of the past of 

both Britain and the wider world. We aim to ensure that children are able to think critically when 

examining evidence and can develop their own opinions, which they can then back up with their historical 

knowledge. We also cover historical events like Black History Month and Remembrance Day. 

In FOUNDATION STAGE:  

 To develop an awareness of time and change through stories, photographs and artefacts.  

 To develop an awareness of people around them and significant people in history and their role and 

impacts on society.  

In KEY STAGE 1:  

 To develop an awareness of history and a sense of chronology through the study of the lives of 

people and events in the more distant past. Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight, 

festivals or events commemorated through anniversaries.   

 To know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework.  

 To understand the methods of historical enquiry through using a variety of sources to compare 

lives, past and present, and question events in the past.  

 Significant individuals such as Elizabeth 1 and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil 

Armstrong, William Caxton and Time Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder, LS Lowry, Rosa Parks 

and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole/Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell.  

In KEY STAGE 2:  

 To extend the depth of historical enquiry and broaden the range of study.  

 To be able to make connections and note contrasts and trends over time.  

 To interpret and communicate historical knowledge in a variety of ways, through art and drama as 

well as the written word.  

 To increase awareness of events, people and societies from the past, in order to gain a better 

understanding of the present.  



 
 

 To ensure there is progression from key stage one through teaching and combination of in-depth 

and overview studies about British, local and world histories.  

 Changes in Britain from the stone Age to the Iron Age.  Late Neolithis hunter-gatherer, Bronze age 

religion-Stonehenge, Iron Age. Farming, art and culture.  

 Roman Empire-Julius Caesar. Hadrian’s wall, Boudica. 

 Romanisation of Britain. Caerwent {village in Wales founded by the Romans} and the impact of 

technology, culture and beliefs, including early Christianity.  

 Anglo-Saxons, Vikings.  

 Changing power of Monarchs.  

 Greek, Roman culture/art.  

 First railways and Battle of Britain.  

 Earliest civilizations- Ancient Egypt, Ancient China. Mayan.  

Units and Long-term Planning 

Reception  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Black History 
Month- Rosa 
Parks and 
Marcus 
Rashford.  

 

Bonfire night.  
Transport- old 
and new. Amelia 
Earhart. 

Little people-Big 
dreams. Mother 
Teresa. 

Past/present 
Family/school.  

  

 

Year 1  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Black History 
Month.  
 
Old and New 
toys.  

Famous people.   English Queens   

 

Year 2  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Black History 
Month.  
 

 

Significant 
people- Guy 
Fawkes and 
famous women.  

  Sappho and 
Pompeii  

The Wright 
brothers. 
 
Neil Armstrong 
and Tim Peake.  

 

 

 



 
 

 

Year 3 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Black History 
Month.  
 
Stone Age  

 Ancient 
Egyptians 

 Coal mining. 
{Victorians} 

 

 

Year 4  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Black History 
Month.  
 

 

Romans Anglo-Saxons    Viking struggle 
for the kingdom 
of England. 

 

Year 5  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Black History 
Month.  
 
The Ancient 
Maya 

 

 The Indus Valley  The Battle of 
Britain /WW2 

 

 

Year 6  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Black History 
Month.  
 
Stone Age  

 Ancient 
Egyptians 

 Coal mining. 
{Victorians} 

 

 

 

 

 

History in the Curriculum  

A curriculum map has been devised in order to provide a framework for the History taught within our 

school. The new National Curriculum (2014) provides further guidance by outlining the subject content 

that should be taught within each Key Stage. The History taught in Reception is governed by the Early Years 

Foundation Stage document. The whole school plan aims to ensure that learning is progressive and that 

historical skills are central to learning. It is important that links are made between aspects of History being 

Skills to cover: Chronological understanding, Knowledge and interpretation, Vocabulary, 

Questioning. 



 
 

studied, so that the pupil’s knowledge is not episodic and they have a good chronological understanding. 

This will also ensure children can compare and contrast events and note trends over time. Placing each 

period of History studied onto a timeline enables children to locate themselves in relation to other periods 

studied and current events.  

For each unit, the children’s knowledge will be developed by them using their historical skills to obtain the 

information that they need. Each week, they will increase this knowledge so that by the end of the unit the 

children can both talk about what they have learnt and articulate the skills that they used to obtain this 

information. An example of how a typical unit might be organised is as follows:   

 Session Focus 1 - Chronological Understanding: During the first lesson of the unit, the children will:  

• Look on the British Era Timeline (which is on display in every classroom from Year 1 – Year 6) and place 

the period of time, event or significant person that they are learning about onto this timeline.   

• Discuss the location of the period of time, event or person on the timeline and where this lies in 

comparison to other British Eras and/or events or significant people that they have learnt about previously.   

• Answer questions in relation to the timeline – For Example: If the child was learning about Guy Fawkes, 

they would be asked what British Era did Guy Fawkes live in? Which British Eras did this lie in-between? 

etc.  

• Complete an activity linked to timeline.   

 Session Focus 2 – Historical Interpretation: During this lesson the children will look at different primary 

and secondary sources to begin to learn more about the period of time, event or person that they are 

learning about.   

 Session Focus 3 - Knowledge and Understanding of Events / People & Changes: During this lesson, the 

children will be either given more information about the period of time, event or person or carry out 

research to find out more information about. The activity during this lesson may take the form of a 

Question & Answer activity, Knowledge Mind Map or the producing of a Fact File.   

 Session Focus 4 – Historical Enquiry: During this lesson, the children will think of different questions to ask 

somebody from the past or a Historian about the past and then take part in a hot seating role play session 

or invite a visitor into school to ask their questions to.   

 Session Focus 5 – Organisation & Communication: This session will act as an assessment of the work 

carried out during the unit as the children will be asked to prepare a presentation to present their learning 

to their peers. The children will then take part in a quiz at the end of the unit to test their understanding.   

For each of these focussed lessons, there is a Progression in Skills document which outlines what this 

should look like in each year group as the child progresses through the school.  Staff will highlight these 

once a unit of work has been completed. To ensure that:  

• The children remember the long-term content.  

• The children understand that they are systematically learning.  

• The children can integrate new knowledge into larger concepts.  

 At the start of each unit, the children will look at a knowledge organiser which will share the following 

information:  

• The main learning objectives within the unit  

• Prior learning  

• Future learning  

• Key vocabulary with definitions. 



 
 

 These Organisers will be placed in the children’s books for them to refer to each lesson and which will 

serve as the front cover for the unit.  

Teaching and Learning  

 A variety of enriching teaching approaches are encouraged:  

 Teacher presentations, role-play and story telling.  

 Question and answer sessions, discussions and debates.  

 Individual and group research and presentations.  

 Investigating artefacts, maps, photographs, paintings and other documents as sources of evidence.  

 Critical analysis and evaluation of sources of evidence.  

 Computing- interactive white board and internet resources, CD ROMs, TV and other visual and 

audio resources.  

 Fieldwork, visitors and visits to museums and sites of historic interest.  

 Special Events: History Days or Weeks such as Black History Month, Greek/Roman Feasts, Battle Re-

enactments, Olympic Games, Shakespeare workshops, the Anglo-Saxon village and an 

'Archaeological Dig'.  

Concepts Skills Attitudes 

Change Arguing-Dev facts and 
opinions. 

Curiosity 

Cause and effect Reasoning. Why did this 
happen? How do we know it 
is true? 

Imagination-Role play 

Similarity and difference. Thinking Empathy 

Chronology Using evidence  Understand other people’s 
views. 

Time Using historical vocabulary: 
empire, civilisation, 
parliament and peasantry. 
Learn key dates. 

 

Continuity and change Sequencing, ordering, 
interpreting , Understanding, 
Explaining, Deducing.  

 

 

Evidence   

The effectiveness of the History Curriculum with be assessed via a triangulation of speaking with the 

pupils/teachers, looking at work in pupil books and via lesson observations/learning walks. When speaking 

to the children/teachers, questions will be focused on how much the children have remembered about 

their learning and how their learning has been built on. 

Assessment  

During the planning stage clear learning objectives are set and opportunities for assessment are identified. 

On each assessment sheet, details about what children who are working at the expected level for their age 

range will achieve. Assessment in History is carried out at the end of each unit and by the teaching 

assessing their learning against the weekly learning objectives. Pupils are graded either below, working 



 
 

towards, expected or as working above the national standard.  Staff will highlight the progression in skills 

document alongside the assessment sheet.  

The Contribution of History to Other Subjects 

English -  History contributes significantly to the teaching of Literacy in our school by actively promoting 

the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that are used in English are historical 

in nature. Children develop oracy through discussing historical questions or presenting their findings to the 

rest of the class. They develop their writing ability by composing reports and letters and through using 

writing frames.  

Mathematics - History teaching contributes to the teaching of Mathematics in a variety of ways. Children 

learn to use numbers when developing a sense of chronology through completing activities such as 

timelines. Children learn to interpret information presented in graphical or diagrammatic form.  

Information Technology (IT)/Computing ICT - is used in History to carry out research, communicate with 

visitors, prepare presentations. It may also be used to record data and to create a timeline electronically.   

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) & Citizenship - History contributes significantly to the 

teaching of personal, social, citizenship and health education. Children develop self-confidence by having 

opportunities to explain their views on a number of social questions such as how society should respond to 

poverty and homelessness. They discover how to be active citizens in a democratic society by learning how 

laws were made and changed, and they learn how to recognise and challenge stereotypes to appreciate 

that racism is a harmful aspect of society.  

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development - When teaching History, the children’s spiritual 

development is provided by giving the children the opportunity to discuss moral questions and to establish 

what is right and wrong, for example, when studying topics such as child labour in Victorian Britain.    

The History Programme of Study will also enable children to understand more about Britain’s rich cultural 

heritage.   

Equal Opportunities, Special Needs & Racial Equality 

All children should have equal access to the History Curriculum in line with the School’s Equal 

Opportunities Policy, Special Needs Policy and Racial Equality Policy. Teachers can aim to provide effective 

learning opportunities for all pupils by:   

 • setting suitable learning challenges.  

• responding to pupils’ diverse learning, religious and cultural needs.  

• overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils.   

If necessary, the SENCO and the Geography Curriculum Leader will advise teachers on teaching activities 

relevant to pupils with special educational needs, including able pupils.  

Impact 

The intended impact of the History Curriculum is that the majority of children in each year group are 

working at or above the expected level for their age. (At the end of each unit, the teacher will carry out 

assessment linked to the progression in skills and knowledge document) In addition, it is the intended 

impact that the children:  

· are inspired by the History Curriculum and want to learn more.   

· show the progression in their skills and knowledge.   



 
 

· can discuss their learning and remember what they have learnt.  

· can talk about their first-hand experiences of visiting historical places and working with visitors.   
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