
                                     Aim High, Believe, Achieve 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11  

   

Music Policy 
Subject lead: Mr M. Lewis  

Rationale 

At St. John’s we aim to follow the National Curriculum message:  

“Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high-quality music 

education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so 

increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. As pupils progress, they should 

develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to 

the best in the musical canon.” 

 

Intent 

 To create a musical atmosphere in St John’s to ensure that all children get several opportunities to 

learn a musical instrument and give performances to other classes and parents.  

 To design a curriculum where children cover different elements of music, learn important 

vocabulary and develop a good understanding of how music has changed throughout history.  

 To continue to review and update the music curriculum to ensure that staff and children experience 

good musical experiences and improve their knowledge and understanding. 

 To work on training for staff who teach music to ensure their subject knowledge is strong in order 

inspire future musicians through lessons and assemblies to understand jobs they could have in their 

own futures. 

 To have after school choir and peripatetic instrument lessons.  

 To create a school display/small board in classes and display examples of work and famous 

musicians to inspire pupils- to include musician ambassadors within this too.  

 

Implementation 

 To continue to support staff knowledge to ensure a good music curriculum being taught throughout 

school. 

 To plan regular CPD and staff meetings to review the music coverage within school and develop 

staff understanding and knowledge. 



 
 

 To make sure staff plan lessons alongside NC objectives and make sure children progress and learn 

musical vocabulary which is then shown within their work produced.  

 To continue to build upon the bank of instruments within school to support children’s learning and 

musical experiences. 

At St John’s we make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children to participate in a 

variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up the confidence of all children. Singing lies 

at the heart of good music teaching. Our teaching focuses on developing the children’s ability to sing in 

tune and with other people. Through singing songs, children learn about the structure and organisation of 

music. We teach them to listen to and appreciate different forms of music. In Key Stage Two, we expect 

children to maintain their concentration for longer, and to listen to more extended pieces of music. 

Children develop descriptive skills in music lessons when learning about how music can represent feelings 

and emotions. We teach children to make music together, to understand musical notation, and to 

compose pieces. 

 

Units and Long-term Planning 

The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and 

traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians 

• learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have 

the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to 

progress to the next level of musical excellence 

• understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the 

interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate 

musical notations 

- Attainment targets 

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and 

processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 

- Subject content 

Key Stage 1  

Pupils should be taught to: 

• use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

• play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

• listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music 

• experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions of music 

Key stage 2 

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should 

develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within musical 

structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory. 

Pupils should be taught to: 



 
 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with 

increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 

• improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music 

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

• use and understand staff and other musical notation 

 

 

 

Year 
Group 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception Me! 
(Charanga)  
 

My Stories 
(Charanga)  
 

Everyone! 
(Charanga)  
 

Our World 
(Charanga)  
 

Big Bear 
Funk 
(Charanga)  
 

Reflect, Rewind and 
Replay 
(Charanga)  
 

Year 1 Animals 
(KAPOW) 
Classical Music, 
Dynamics and 
Tempo  

Hey You! 
(Charanga) 

Composer 
Unit: 
Holst (Ten 
Pieces) 
 

In the 
Groove! 
(Charanga)  

Animal 
Rhythms  
(Bristol 
Music) 

Your Imagination  
(Charanga)  

Year 2 Handa’s 
Surprise  
Rhythm  (Bristol 
Music) 

Ho, Ho, Ho  
(Charanga)  

Composer 
Unit: 
Andrew 
(Ten 
Pieces) 

Zootime  
(Charanga)  

 Air/Water  
(Bristol 
Music) 

Friendship Song 
(Charanga) 

Year 3 Junk Percussion  
Rhythm (Bristol 
Music) 

Mountains 
(KAPOW)  
Creating 
compositions 
in response 
to an 
animation 

Mamma 
Mia 
(Charanga)  
 

Three 
Little Birds  
(Charanga)  
 

Composer 
Unit: 
Grieg (Ten 
Pieces) 

Y6 End of Year Show  
Singing/Performing  

Year 4 Drumming 
/Xylophone  
 

  Drumming 
/Xylophone 

Drumming 
/Xylophone 

Drumming 
/Xylophone 

Drumming 
/Xylophone 

Drumming 
/Xylophone 
Y6 End of Year Show  
Singing/Performing 

Year 5 Air  
Rhythm  
(Bristol Music) 

 Livin’ on a 
Prayer  
 (Charanga)  
 

Singing 
(Bristol 
Music)  

The Fresh 
Prince of 
Bel Air  
(Charanga) 

Composer 
Unit:  
Beethoven 
(Ten 
Pieces) 

Y6 End of Year Show  
Singing/Performing 

Year 6 Trains  
Rhythm  
(Bristol Music) 
Link in Musical 
theory/notation 

Happy 
 (Charanga) 
 

Music in 
Film  
Unit 
(Wallace 
and 
Gromit)  

You’ve Got 
A Friend 
(Charanga) 
 

Composer 
Unit:  
Vaughn 
Williams 
(Ten 
Pieces) 

Y6 End of Year Show  
Singing/Performing 



 
 

Music in EYFS  

Here at St. John’s we relate the musical aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early 

Learning Goals (ELGs) which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. Music 

contributes to a child’s personal and social development. Counting songs foster a child’s mathematical 

ability, and songs from different cultures increase a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world. 

By the end of the Reception year children will be expected to: 

 Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. 

 Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in 

time with music. 

Assessment   

The music subject leader will collect data half-termly or at the end of a taught unit and will use this to 

measure children’s progress in Music, including the use of video/audio evidence to quantify teachers’ 

judgements.  

Resources 

Teachers will plan effectively for pupils using the Wigan scheme of work, Charanga, as well as drawing 

upon other materials and initiatives provided by the SLT and subject leader.  

Additional Provision  

At St John’s, we believe that music enriches the lives of people, and so we wish to involve as many children 

as possible in musical activities. We have a school choir which we encourage all children from Y3-6 to join. 

The choir meets on a weekly basis and, although its primary aim is to enable children to enjoy singing 

together, it also performs in public on a number of occasions throughout the year. In Year 4, pupils will 

receive weekly sessions in drumming and xylophone, provided by the Wigan Music Service. From Year 3 

onwards, parents have the opportunity to pay for peripatetic music lessons in a range of instruments. We 

provide opportunities throughout the year for budding musicians to perform for the school community, 

including both the choir, termly performances from Year 4 and other classes in assemblies.  

 

Impact 

 For children to understand the relevance of what they are learning within music and to enjoy their 

musical experiences within school. 

 To evidence children’s work throughout school and to ensure children experience performances 

from others as well as performing themselves.  

 To continue to check music data and curriculum coverage to best support children’s learning and 

progression as well as staff knowledge.  

 To collect pupil interviews twice a year to ensure their voice is heard in regards to school’s music 

curriculum and subject coverage. 
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