
                                     Aim High, Believe, Achieve 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11  

   

Religious Education Policy 
Subject lead: Mrs A. Green  

 

Rationale 

At St. John’s Mosley Common CE Primary School, Religious Education plays an important role in defining 

the school’s distinctive Christian character. The subject is central to the school’s understanding of 

education, and our motto, “Aim high, Believe and Achieve”, supports us in ensuring that the Church at 

National, Diocesan and Local level is called to work towards every child and young person having a life 

enhancing encounter with the Christian Faith and Jesus Christ. Our ethos, infused alongside our motto, is 

led out in daily life by our Bible quote: Jeremiah 29:11 this contains a precious promise held dear by St. 

Johns. In this verse, Jeremiah affirms that God is in control, and moreover, He has good things in store: 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a 

future and a hope.” This quote infuses our vision as a school as to not to give up when things get rough, 

aim high and achieve our plans set out by God. We believe we can be the best version of ourselves and 

therefore with God as our strength we can achieve.  

As a school we recognise that spiritual development lies at the heart of the curriculum. All members of the 

school community should experience Christianity through the life of the school, as well as through the 

taught curriculum. “In Church of England schools, the students and their families can expect a religious 

education curriculum that is rich and varied, enabling learners to acquire a thorough knowledge and 

understanding of the Christian faith. Church schools should provide a wide range of opportunities for 

learners to understand and to make links between the beliefs, practices and value systems of the range of 

faiths and world views studied. Church schools should use some form of enquiry approach that engages 

with, for example biblical text, and helps develop religious and theological literacy. Links with the Christian 

values of the school and spiritual, moral, social and cultural development are intrinsic to the RE curriculum 

and should have a significant impact on learners.” RE Statement of Entitlement: The Church of England 

Education Office 2016. 

“Christianity should be the majority study in RE in every school. In Church schools that should be clearly 

adhered to. KS 1 – 3 at least 2/3rds of RE curriculum is to be Christianity. Sufficient dedicated curriculum 

time, meeting explicitly RE objectives, however organised, should be committed to the delivery of RE. This 

should aim to be close to 10% but must be no less than 5%.” RE Statement of Entitlement: The Church of 

England Education Office 2016. 

 



 
 

Intent 

It is the intent of RE Curriculum for children to learn about the Christian Faith and that of Other World 

Faiths so that they have a good understanding, appreciation and respect of the principles, practices and 

lifestyles within these faiths.  

It is also the intent of the RE Curriculum to allow children to develop their own religious beliefs, values and 

ideals in the light of their learning and own experiences.  

In addition, the school aims to aid the children's spiritual journey via the teaching and promotion of Prayer, 

Reflection, Worship and embedding of the 9 Core School Christian Values: Friendship, Kindness, Faith, 

Hope, Love, Peace, Joy, Trust and Faithfulness.   

The aims of Religious Education at St. John’s are:  

• To enable pupils to know about and understand Christianity as a living faith that influences the lives of 

people worldwide and as the religion that has most shaped British culture and heritage.  

• To enable pupils to know and understand about other major world religions and world views, their 

impact on society, culture and the wider world, enabling pupils to express ideas and insights.  

• To contribute to the development of pupils’ own spiritual/philosophical convictions, exploring and 

enriching their own beliefs and values.  

Appropriate to age at the end of their education in Church schools, the expectation is that all pupils are 

religiously literate and, as a minimum, pupils are able to:  

• Give a theologically informed and thoughtful account of Christianity as a living and diverse faith.  

• Show an informed and respectful attitude to religions and world views in their search for God and 

meaning.  

• Engage in meaningful and informed dialogue with those of other faiths and none.  

• Reflect critically and responsibly on their own spiritual, philosophical and ethical convictions.  

This can be expressed in more detail and distinctively as: 

We learn about 

• God who reveals the truth about himself and humanity through creation, the giving of the law, his action 

in history and through the prophets; 

• God who reveals himself ultimately in Jesus his Son, living among us and dying and rising for us; 

• God who reveals himself in his Spirit working in the living faith of the Church experienced through 

scripture, tradition and reason. 

We learn from 

• an empathetic response to the Christian faith and a critical engagement with it; 

• responding personally to the stories and teachings of Jesus Christ; 

• examples of Christian living which give priority to the values of unconditional love, forgiveness, 

reconciliation, justice, compassion and faith.  



 
 

At St. John’s, we also help pupils to: 

• learn about other faiths, their beliefs, traditions and practices and from them through encounter and 

dialogue; 

• recognise and respect those of all faiths in their search for God; 

• recognise areas of common belief and practice between different faiths; 

• enrich and expand their understanding of truth while remaining faithful to their own tradition; 

• enrich their own faith through examples of holy living in other traditions. 

• experience Christian life and worship including the use of the Church's year and links with the local 

Christian community. 

In addition, the subject contributes to other areas of education and human experience and plays an 

important part of the wider programme of spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 

Spiritual - widening pupils vision of themselves and their own experience, within the context of a growing 

awareness and understanding of God. 

Moral - helping each pupil develop their own informed values. 

Social - helping pupils understand some major forces shaping the values in our society. 

Cultural - aiding pupils in exploring aspects of their own cultural heritage and in developing positive 

attitudes towards diversity. 

 

Implementation 

At St. John’s we are following the ‘Understanding Christianity’ syllabus alongside Blackburn Diocesan Board 
of Education, known as Quest full RE. The scheme of work has been taken from a combination of suggested 
agreed schemes by the Diocese. RE is taught for an hour each week in every year group from Reception to 
Year 6. Each unit is based on a three-tier progression model of: Making Sense of the Text: Developing 
pupils’ skills of reading and interpretation; understanding how Christians interpret, handle and use biblical 
texts; making sense of the meanings of texts for Christians. The curriculum is based on teaching 80% 
Christianity and 20% of other faiths. In addition to the weekly RE Lesson, the children engage in Worship 
each day – see separate policy - and have free access to the reflection areas in classrooms and around the 
school.  The children work in individual work books and their whole class RE floor book when completing 
work in a group.  Additional links are found across the curriculum especially with Citizenship and PSHE. RE 
makes a positive contribution to enhancing creativity and enjoyment and ensure the well-being of all pupils 
in our school.  
 
Each year group will explore key questions within their units of work alongside our resource of 

Understanding Christianity. These key questions are developed in the floor book and RE lessons where 

pupil voice is encouraged and developed. Alongside our key questions, we have a worship theme linked to 

‘Picture News’ where we teach children about current news; Picture News provides a good starting point 

to debate and discuss through the use of our school Christian Values and British Values, this helps the 

children put these British Values into practise. 



 
 

The core concepts of God - Creation, Fall, People of God, Incarnation, Gospel, Salvation and Kingdom of 

God - are developed through a Bible timeline called ‘The Big Picture’. Each year group from Reception to 

Year 6 explore texts and links to make connections and therefore developing the impact of these core 

concepts in our school:  

Concept Reception Y1/Y2 Y3/Y4 Y5/Y6 

God  What do 
Christians 
believe God 
is like? 

Trinity/Incarnation What does it mean if 
God is holy and 
loving? 

Creation Why is the 
word God so 
important to 
Christians? 

Who made 
the world? 

What do Christians 
learn from the 
Creation story? 

Creation and 
Science: conflicting 
or complementary?  

Fall    

People of God   What is it like to 
follow God? 

How can following 
God bring freedom 
and justice? 

Incarnation Why do 
Christians 
perform 
Nativity plays 
at Christmas? 

Why does 
Christmas 
matter to 
Christians? 

What is the Trinity? Was Jesus the 
Messiah? 

Gospel  What is the 
good news 
that Jesus 
brings? 

What kind of world 
did Jesus want? 

What would Jesus 
do? 

Salvation Why do 
Christians put 
a cross in an 
Easter garden? 

Why does 
Easter matter 
to Christians? 

Why do Christians 
call the day Jesus 
died ‘Good Friday’? 

What did Jesus do to 
save human beings? 
What difference 
does the 
resurrection make 
for Christians? {Y6 
only} 

Kingdom of God   When Jesus left, 
what was the 
impact of 
Pentecost? 

What kind of king is 
Jesus? 

 
RE in EYFS  
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, RE forms a valuable part of the educational experience of children 
throughout the key stage. During the foundation stage, children may begin to explore the world of religion 
in terms of special people, books, times, places and objects and by visiting places of worship. They listen to 
and talk about stories. They are introduced to religious words and are encouraged to share their ideas and 
opinions whilst discussing religions and beliefs, practices and forms of expression. They reflect on their 
own feelings and experiences. They use their imagination and curiosity to develop their appreciation and 
wonder of the world in which they live. 
 
By the end of the Reception year children will be expected to: 



 
 

 Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this 
country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

 Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts. 
 

 
 
EYFS  
  

Autumn 1  Autumn 2   Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

  EYFS Harvest   
  
EYFS I am 
Special    
  
  

EYFS 
Christmas- 
Diwali and 
Hanukkah.  

EYFS Stories 
Jesus Heard    
  
EYFS Stories 
Jesus Told   
  
  

EYFS Easter     
  

EYFS Special 
Places   
  
  

EYFS Special 
Times     
  

 
 
RE in KS1 
Through their learning in KS1, pupils should:  

 learn what Christians believe about God and the world around them, and be introduced to what 
Jews believe;  

 encounter and respond to a range of stories, artefacts and other religious materials, such as art & 
music;  

 learn to recognise that peoples’ beliefs are expressed in a variety of ways, and begin to use subject 
specific vocabulary;  

 begin to understand the importance and value of religion and belief, especially for other children, 
their families and the communities they belong to;  

 ask relevant questions and develop a sense of wonder about the world, using their imagination;  

 ask questions and express their own views about what is important to themselves and to others, 
valuing themselves, reflecting on their own feelings and experiences and developing a sense of 
belonging;  

 Be given opportunities to explore and talk about the local religious buildings;  

 Have an initial introduction to the Church's year, in particular Easter and Christmas and the simple 
principles associated with them;  

 Be encouraged to share in their own experience of worship;  

 Be introduced to some religious practices associated with birth, marriage and death through 
sharing personal and school based experiences and gain knowledge of key beliefs and rules. 



 
 

 
KS1 curriculum at St. John’s by term 
 

KS1 
inc 
UC  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2  Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1  1.1 Harvest. 
How can we 
help those 
who do not 
have a good 
harvest? 
Sukkot-
Jewish faith. 
 
1.9 My 
world Jesus 
world   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.3 
Christmas. 
Why do we 
give and 
receive gifts? 
 

1.4 Jesus 
was special 

1.5 Easter. 
Celebrating 
new life and 
new 
beginnings    
 
 

UC 1.1 What do 
Christians believe 
God is like?  God 
and creation.  

1.7 Why is 
baptism special? 
 
 



 
 

Year 2  Harvest 
 
2.1 The 
Bible. Why 
is it such a 
special 
book?  
Other Holy 
books 
covered.  
 
 

2.2 
Christmas. 
Why was the 
birth of Jesus 
such good 
news? 

Chinese 
New Year 
 
2.4 Easter. 
How do 
Symbols 
help us 
understand 
the story?  
signs and 
symbols 
 

2.6 What 
happened at 
the Ascension 
and 
Pentecost ? 

S13 Multicultural 
Christianity.  
 

2.3 Jesus friend 
to everyone   
 
 
 

 
At the end of Key Stage 1 most pupils will be able to: 
 

 Identify similarities in features of religions and beliefs;  

 retell religious, spiritual and moral stories;  

 identify possible meanings for stories, symbols and other forms of religious expression;  

 identify how religion and belief is expressed in different ways;  

 respond sensitively and imaginatively to questions about their own and others' ideas, experiences 
and feelings;  

 ask questions about their own and others’ ideas, feelings and experiences;  

 give a reason why something may be valued by themselves and others.  
 
RE in KS2 
Through their learning in KS2, pupils should:  

 Know the main features of the life of Jesus and explore the ways people responded to his words 
and actions both as his contemporaries and today and explore own ideas and experiences;  

 Have an introduction to the Bible as a historical and spiritual document and have knowledge of 
which books are important to particular faith groups;  

 Have some experience of the local Christian community; by experiencing the church’s year, visiting 
of church buildings, exploring artefacts, symbols and festivals;  

 Explore the practice of communal prayer/worship, including the use of drama, music and art;  

 Express their own ideas in response to the material they engage with, identifying relevant 
information, selecting examples and giving reasons to support their ideas and views;  

 Make connections between differing aspects of religion and consider the different forms of 
religious expression;  

 Consider the beliefs, teachings, practices and ways of life central to religion;  

 Be introduced to an extended range of sacred texts and other sources and consider their meanings;  

 Recognise diversity, learning about similarities & differences both within and between religions & 
beliefs, and the importance of dialogue between them;  

 Extend the range and use of subject specific vocabulary;  

 Recognise the challenges involved in distinguishing between ideas of right and wrong, and valuing 
what is good and true;  

 Communicate their ideas, recognizing other people's viewpoints;  

 Consider their own beliefs and values and those of others in the light of their learning in religious 
education.  



 
 

 
Lower KS2  

 
Lower KS2 curriculum at St. John’s by term 
 

Lower 
KS2 
inc UC  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2  Spring 1 Spring 2  Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 3 3.6 Harvest 
plus Jewish 
festival 
Sukkot. 
 
3.1 Called 
by God  
 
 

3.2 
Christmas. 
God with us 

3.3 Jesus the 
man who 
changed lives  
 
 

3.4 Exploring 
the sadness 
and Joy of 
Easter.     

UC 2A.1 What 
do Christians 
learn from the 
creation story? 
 

3.5 Which 
rules should 
we follow?-
Does 
everybody 
follow the 
same rules? 
Non-Christian 
faith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Year 4 4.1 God 
David and 
the Psalms   
 
 

4.2 
Christmas. 
Exploring 
the 
symbolism 
of light.  
Non-
Christian 
faith – 
Hanukkah, 
Jewish 
festival of 
light.. 

4.3 Jesus Son 
of God 
 
 

4.4 Exploring 
Easter as a 
story of 
betrayal and 
trust.  Non-
Christian 
faith- what do 
other faiths 
say about 
forgiveness?  
 

4.5 Are all 
churches the 
same? Are all 
places of 
worship the 
same? Do 
people worship 
God in the same 
way? 

4.6 What is 
prayer?  
 
How do people 
of other faiths 
pray? Non-
Christian 
faiths. 
 
 

 
By the end of lower KS2 (year 4), most pupils will be able to:  

 investigate and connect features of religions and beliefs;  

 make links between beliefs, stories and practices;  

 identify similarities and differences between religions and beliefs;  

 describe and suggest meanings for symbols and other forms of religious expression;  

 identify the impact of beliefs and practices on people’s lives;  

 identify what influences and inspires them, and why;  

 compare their own ideas and feelings about what pupils think is important;  

 make links between what they and other people think is important in life, giving reasons for beliefs, 
attitudes and actions;  

 ask significant questions about religions and beliefs.  
 
Upper KS2  
 

 



 
 

             
 
Upper KS2 curriculum at St. John’s by term 
 
Upper 
KS2 inc 
UC  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 1 

Year 5 5.1 How and 
why do 
Christians read 
the Bible? Non-
Christian faith-
How important 
are holy books 
in other faiths? 
  

5.2 Christmas. 
The gospels of 
Matthew and 
Luke.  
5.7 Christmas 
around the 
world. 

5.3 Jesus the 
teacher  
 

5.4 Why do 
Christians 
believe that 
Easter is a 
celebration 
of victory?    
 

5.9 
Pentecost, 
what 
happened 
next? 
 

5.5 Exploring 
the lives of 
significant 
women in the 
Old Testament. 
Non Christin 
faith-Jewish 
festival of 
Purim.  

Year 6 6.1 Life as a 
journey and 
pilgrimage. 
Non-Christian 
faith- 
Pilgrimage  
 
 

6.2 How do 
Christians 
prepare for 
Christmas?   
 

6.3A Why is 
the Exodus 
such a 
significant 
event in 
Jewish and 
Christian 
history? Non-
Christian 
Faith-Jewish 
festival of 
Passover. 
 

6.3 Why do 
Christians 
celebrate the 
Eucharist? 
6.4 Easter. 
Who was 
Jesus? who is 
Jesus 

6.6 Ideas 
about God 
UC 2.1 what 
does it mean 
if God is holy 
and loving? 
Non-
Christian 
Faiths-What 
names do 
faiths other 
than 
Christianity 
give to God? 
 

UC 2B.2 
Creation and 
Science, 
conflicting or 
complimentary? 
6.7 People of 
faith. Non-
Christian faith-
Hinduism. 

 



 
 

 
Evidence & Monitoring 
We believe that Religious Education should be an exciting subject and so we employ a variety of teaching 
methods including art, drama, discussion, use of ICT (I. Pads), exploring artefacts, foods, pictures, 
photographs, visiting places of worship and listening to people from different faith groups.  
Learning is recorded not only through a range of writing, e.g. letters, diaries and recounts, stories, notes, 
information and explanation writing but also through pictures and artwork, photographs of drama or notes 
following class discussions. 
 
Evidence of the teaching RE is recorded in different ways:  
-  Book scrutiny will be carried out each term looking at a range of books to assess what has been delivered 
and the progression being made across the school.  
- Each pupil will be assessed, using the RE ARE objectives for their year group at the end of each half term 
by the class teacher.  
- The RE Curriculum Leader will undertake pupil voice sessions to assess the quality of learning, including 
their long-term re-calling of information.   
- A curriculum audit will be carried out annually, where the RE Curriculum Leader will evaluate the 
strengths and areas for further improvement.  RE & Reflection displays will be evident in class.   
- Each class will have a floor book, which will be looked at each term.   
  
Assessment 
This takes place when a unit is completed and an assessment sheet is given to the RE co-ordinator, 
teachers will use the objectives on the Assessment sheets for both ‘Understanding Christianity’ units and 
the Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education. The assessments will identify whether a child is emerging, 
expected or exceeding. Progress is then monitored by the RE Coordinator. In addition, RE assessment takes 
place informally through verbal and written feedback in each lesson. Classrooms also have a floor book 
which contains quotes from the children that they have made throughout the term to keep record of their 
involvement and their own beliefs and values. Staff have a progression of skills document for RE so they 
can see prior and future learning.  
 
Special Educational Needs 
Children with Special Needs will have the same entitlement to RE as all other children. Within the class, 
these children will be supported by differentiated learning strategies, tasks based on individual needs or 
support from an adult.   
 
Links with the Church 
It is the intention of the school that it maintains and builds upon the close link that they have with the 
school church and in the local community.  The clergy come into school on a regular basis and the school 
participates in several church events.  We use the parish church as a valuable resource within our Christian 

By the end of upper KS2 (year 6), most pupils will be able to:  

 gather, select, and organise ideas about religion and belief;  

 describe similarities and differences within and between religions and beliefs;  

 comment on connections between questions, beliefs, values and practices;  

 suggest meanings for a range of forms of religious expression, using appropriate vocabulary;  

 describe the impact of beliefs and practices on individuals, groups and communities;  

 describe how sources of inspiration and influence make a difference to themselves and others;  

 apply ideas and reflections to issues raised by religion and belief in the context of their own and 
others’ lives;  

 suggest what might happen as a result of their own and others’ attitudes and actions; 

 suggest answers to some questions raised by the study of religions and beliefs. 



 
 

units with classes visiting to learn about different ways in which our church is a valuable part of our lives 
and community.  
 
Use of IT 
Pupils will be provided with opportunities to develop and apply their IT capabilities to support their 
learning in RE and meet intended learning objectives.  
 
Health & Safety 
The use of candles, matches and incense will be fully supervised and access. Religious artefacts will be 
handled with care.  Staff will review books and internet-based resources before presenting them to the 
children, in order to ensure sensitive issues are handled carefully.  Parents will be notified of any festival 
food sampling that takes place in order to protect children from allergic reactions. 
 
Additional Provision 
In addition to the weekly teaching of RE, the school will:  
- Deliver a Collective Worship each day.    
- Provide regular visits to the school church and hold services there.   
- Provide confirmation lessons, in association with the church, for children in Years 5/6.  
- Celebrate both the Christian and that of other faiths key celebrations and festivals.    
- Arrange visits to local places of worship to enrich and enhance the teaching and learning of RE.  
- Invite visitors/community faith members into to school to talk about their faith.   
- Provide the opportunity for the children to participate in the Eucharist.   
- Teach the Holy Trinity.  
-Elect two ethos members in each class to promote our Christian values through school, take feedback 
from their peers and lead worship.  
-Plan an engaging Faith Week annually  
 
What the law says 
‘The Worship and Religious Education provided by the school is in accordance with the Church of England 
or Methodist Church Foundation.  This foundation is also reflected in the curriculum and the whole life of 
the school community.  Since the conduct of the school as a whole reflects the Church of England or 
Methodist Church ethos, removal of pupils from Worship and/or Religious Education (as parents are legally 
entitled to do) cannot insulate them from the religious life of the school.’ 
 
If such a request for withdrawal is made, the Head teacher should explore the reasons for the request and 
seek to arrive at an accommodation.  It may be that only some elements of Religious Education or Worship 
are objected to. Parents may request the governing board to provide Religious Education for their children 
according to the locally Agreed Syllabus.  This can only be requested when parents cannot, with reasonable 
convenience, arrange for their children to attend another school where Religious Education is provided 
according to the locally Agreed Syllabus. The governing board should make provision unless the 
circumstances make it unreasonable to do so. Should the governing board be unable to make such 
arrangements for Religious Education to be delivered according to the Agreed Syllabus, the responsibility 
for doing so then falls on the Local Authority.  The Local Authority may decide that such a request for 
separate Religious Education is unreasonable and the parental request then fails. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Management of RE  
The RE Co-ordinator is Angela Green appointed September 2017. The role of the Co-ordinator is 
responsible for:  

 Producing a long term plan for RE for the school ensuring coverage of the programmes of study in 
the Agreed Syllabus, continuity and progression.  

 Develop the Ethos group with regular meetings.  

 Supporting colleagues in short term planning and delivery of RE provision  

 Ensuring Religious Education has status within the school. Liaise with the Worship leader Andrea 
Heaton {Head teacher}. 

 Keeping in touch with subject developments and disseminating information as appropriate. Attend 
R.E hub meetings.  

 Auditing current resources, supplementing resource provision when money is available and 
disseminating this information to staff.  

 Undertaking personal development and subject training and ensuring provision for staff INSET.  

 Monitoring RE provision, practice and outcomes. Analysis data. Gaps in learning.  

 Accountability for RE standards in the school. Monitor books, floor books, pupil voice, observe 
good practice.   

 Meet with member of the Diocesan RE advisory team when possible.  
 

 

Impact 

The intended impact of the RE Curriculum is that the majority of children in each year group are working at 
or above the expected level for their age.   
 In addition, it is the intended impact that the children:  
• are inspired by the RE Curriculum and want to learn more.  
• show the progression in their skills of Making Sense of the Text, Understanding the Impact and Making 
Connections.  
• can discuss their learning and remember what they have learnt.  
• can identify different stories from the Bible and place them on the Christianity Timeline and be able to 
talk about the learning that can be taken from each story.  
• talk about the 8 concepts of the Understanding Christianity Timeline and develop the skill of placing 
different Biblical stories in the correct order on the timeline: God, Creation, The Fall, People of God, 
Salvation, Gospel, Reincarnation & Kingdom of God. 
  
Understanding the Impact  
Pupils will be able to examine ways in which Christians respond to biblical texts and teachings, and be able 
to put their beliefs into action in diverse ways within the Christian community and in the world.  
 
Making Connections 
Pupils will be able to evaluate, reflect upon and connect the texts and concepts studied, and discern 
possible connections between these and pupils’ own lives and ways of understanding the world.  
Therefore, as the children work through each unit, their understanding becomes deeper and more 
meaningful as they are challenged to connect what they are learning with their own beliefs.  
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