
                                     Aim High, Believe, Achieve 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11  

   

Worship Policy 
Subject lead: Miss A. Heaton  

 

Rationale 

St. John’s Mosley Common is a Church of England school where worship is an integral part of our daily 

school life. Collective worship in our school complements our whole-school vision and the rites, practices 

and doctrines of the Church of England. Our school works closely in partnership with our church, the parish 

of St. John’s Mosley Common, Mosley Common Road, M28 1AN. St. John’s School was founded in 1822 to 

serve the community before the church was built in 1887.  

 

Jeremiah 29:11  

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11  

At St. John’s, we believe this biblical quote embodies the ethos of our school and is echoed in our school 

motto, ‘Aim High, Believe, Achieve’. The children and staff at our school live by the principles of this quote: 

we believe that children at St. John’s, through their education and faith, are prepared for a future of 

success, happiness and hope. Our collective worship practices are also aimed at fulfilling this vision.  

 

Our Christian Values  

Worship at St. John’s, including Picture News, is designed to expose our children to our chosen Christian 

values through prayer, discussion and other forms of worship, with the aim of giving them the tools to 

practise and apply these values in our school and their wider lives. Our school values are:  

 Hope 

 Friendship 

 Kindness 

 Joy  

 Faithfulness 

 Peace 

 Faith, Hope, Love  

 Trust  



 
 

 Love  

These are displayed in each classroom, on communal displays around school and referred to in our RE 

lessons and daily worship. Furthermore, each class has a decorated class cross with their specific Christian 

value for that term. Their class worship and worship areas in their classroom will evidence their thinking 

and discussing of this value. Class crosses are then passed on to other classes so all children study each 

value during their time at St. John’s.  

 

Worship at St. John’s 

Daily collective worship is an important part of the school day and governors, leaders and teachers 

understand and value it as an essential part of education at St. John’s. Worship is not exclusive to the 

legally required daily worship; prayers are said in classes at lunch time and at the end of the day. 

Meditation is also used in ‘Calm Me’ time in our PSHE sessions. There are areas around school where 

children can also have their own prayer and reflection time. Worship is lead in different ways by different 

people: Headteacher, Vicar, outside visitors and teaching staff. Worship is held in the hall at the beginning 

of a school day; this means that the school come together as one to begin the day, reflecting and enjoying 

time together.  

Weekly worship timetabling 

Typical weekly worship at St. John’s is as follows: 

Monday  Whole-school worship led by the Headteacher which follows a planned termly theme.   

Tuesday  Picture News launch assembly, led by the Deputy Headteacher – see below.  

Wednesday  Class Assembly/Picture News follow up work, led by class teachers and pupils – see 
below.  

Thursday  Singing – This is where the whole school comes together to worship through song, led 
by the music co-ordinator.  

Friday  Star of the Week Celebration – This assembly is led by the Headteacher and is for us to 
celebrate the achievements of children in our school that week. It includes teachers 
explaining why they have chosen their two stars that week as well as celebrating 
achievements from outside school, presenting reading badges, multiplication table 
badges and wishing a ‘Happy Birthday’ to any members of our school! 

 

Other worship assemblies 

Collective worship is often also led by the Vicar in school which is planned into the worship timetable. 

Members of the church also lead ‘Messy Church’ launch assemblies – this is a programme that members of 

the parish run in school, children can return after school for food and to worship and complete activities 

with their families.  

 

Picture News 

Picture News is a programme that school buy into each year; it is a fantastic resource for children to 

explore and discuss current news at an appropriate level for them. It gives children the chance to discuss 

questions and things that may worry them about the news in a safe environment. The launch assembly 



 
 

links the news that week with the big question and gives them videos and stories to help them best 

understand. Clear links to stories and quotes from the Bible are made and a link to British Values is also 

made. Children are given the opportunity to reflect upon the big question by linking our Christian Values to 

their thoughts and ideas. On Wednesdays, children are given time to unpick the question more deeply in 

the smaller settings of their classes. Children will then also write a written response to the question which 

are recorded in their whole class RE floor book.  

Worship at St. John’s Church  

At the end of each half term, children meet at St. John’s Church to worship together. The Vicar and other 

members of the clergy lead the service and the children are at the heart of this service. The service 

includes singing, prayer and stories. Parents and families are invited to join the children in church for this 

and walk back to school with their children. This emphasises the importance of worship in our school and 

links parents and families with our church. Services at church coincide and are organised around the 

church calendar – they may be themed around Christmas, Easter, Harvest or other celebrations and 

festivals.  

Content of worship  

The content of worship sessions may include, but are not limited to:  

 Opening/closing music that creates a reflective atmosphere  

 Greeting and lighting of the candle  

 Adult and pupil led discussion 

 Prayer – all worship sessions include the Lord’s Prayer, said together as a school  

 Drama 

 Stories 

 Bible readings  

 Visual aids – pictures or videos  

 Role play  

 Reflection time  

 Hymns that complement the theme of the worship  

Behaviour and pupil expectation  

Expectations of behaviour in all worship sessions are high and school staff use the behaviour policy to 

ensure children are respectful and engaged at all times. Teaching staff are encouraged to be present at all 

assemblies to support the leader of the worship in maintaining behaviour expectations. Children are 

encouraged at all times to offer their responses in a respectful way and their voices and opinions are 

acknowledged with equal respect.  

School prayers  

All children are taught the Lord’s Prayer that is said as part of every worship. Each class have their own 

lunchtime prayer that they say in classes. In addition, a whole school prayer is said to end each day: 

‘Thank you Lord, for today. Bless our friends, our work, our play. Amen’  

 

 

 



 
 

 

Singing  

Singing is a significant part of worship at St. John’s and is used to close whole-school worship assemblies as 

well as being the focus of assemblies on Thursdays. Each class has a set of hymn books that children bring 

to assembly with them. These are used in conjunction with the CD and hymns are picked based on the 

theme of that assembly. A range of hymns and songs are sung during Thursday assemblies, including those 

practised for Easter and Christmas performances and services in church.  

Worship areas in school  

Each class has a designated worship area. These may include, but are not limited to:  

 Their class cross  

 A candle  

 Age appropriate bibles  

 A prayer/thought box or collection of children’s own prayers  

 Display reflecting current value or theme in RE 

 Our school Christian values  

 Our school bible quote – Jeremiah 29:11  

 Cloth to cover the table  

 Cushions/beanbags/chairs for children to sit and reflect  

In the school hall, there is a display board for both collective worship and Picture News where children can 

add their own thoughts and responses. School also have a Remembrance Tree where children can add 

prayers and thoughts for anyone they wish to remember.  

Right of withdrawal from collective worship  

It is intended that the worship at St. John’s is inclusive to all children. However, parents who wish to 

withdraw their child from collective worship are asked to discuss this with the Headteacher.  

Evidence and Monitoring  

Evidence of collective worship is collected in a variety of ways at St. John’s. Class RE floor books are used 

primarily to record pupil’s responses to any worship happening in school, including the big questions asked 

in their RE lessons. Picture News responses are also recorded here. Pupil voice and responses to collective 

worship are collected by the worship leader and monitored. The hall display board and response books are 

also used to assess how children are responding to worship in school. Class working walls and worship 

areas will also reflect the worship happening in school, along with corridor displays.  

Above all, we hope that the value we place on collective worship, in order to embed and teach our children 

the Christian values, is mostly evident in how children and staff care for one another and respond to each 

other at all times. 
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